mristianity is suffering through 
of union between our belieis 
our actions. While we profess 
‘belief in Christianity, we prac- 
.and advocate policies which we 
Hemn when practiced by non- 
istians. When all is not well we 
- for a scape-goat and now we 
= found a reliable one in the 
of Communism. 
is a difficult task to look in- 
pds at all times. However, as a 
.adian living temporarily in Swe- 
, I am standing, so to speak, on 
:side lines attempting to make an 
ective examination. 
[he Christian Churches of North 
perica have few major differen- 
in interpretation of the funda- 
ntals of our religion. In particu- 
‘the ideology of “love thy neigh- 
tr,’ which is a prerequisite to 
understanding of our religion, 
the most commonly accepted and 
most terribly abused. The hatred 
ich has obsessed our continent 
ksists through lack of application 
tthe gospel to everyday life. We 
of the evils of Communism, 
-not of the evil of hatred of Com- 
mism, frequently accompanied 
or synonymous with, hatred of 
rmunists, Russians, Chinese, and 
pon. 
en it is suggested that we 
suld attempt to reduce interna- 
nal tension through application 
Christian principles, the cry of 
apractical idealists” or “Commu- 
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_ Does Christianity Deserve to Win? 


By Harold B. Wilson 


anadian temporarily living at Stockholm, Sweden, and writing in 
The United Church Observer 


nist sympathizer” is raised. Why 
does this gap exist between belief 
and practice? There are three main 
reasons: 

1. Many people are incapable of 
understanding the far-reaching re- 
wards of Christian practice. The 
immediate sacrifice, strategical, fi- 
nancial or otherwise, is more appar- 
ent than the intangible benefits. 

2. Various unscrupulous people 
in positions of power find Christian- 
ity unremunerative. 

3. The Church, with some notable 
exceptions, has not successfully re- 
lated the gospel to current circum- 
stances. 

The first point is familiar. At 
times we have all been tempted by 
prospects of immediate reward. 
Choice of the right road requires 
education and faith. The second, 
which unfortunately is also familiar, 
requires little elaboration. The third 
is, I believe, of fundamental impor- 
tance to us all. 

Christ taught His followers many 
great things. He also taught them 
how to apply the teachings to ev- 
eryday life. His teachings, which 
have not and will not change, have 
been admirably carried on by the 
Church, but our everyday life has 
changed. The principles of right 
and wrong are the same now as 
then. The question now is how to 
apply these principles to complex 
business deals, labour and manage- 
ment relations, democratic govern- 
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ment and attitude towards Commu- 
nism. 


Unless the connecting link is pro- 
vided by the Church we shall fol- 
low the trend of western Europe. 
On the whole, the Churches of wes- 
tern Europe have not filled the gap 
and the teachings have become un- 
realistic, with the result that Church 
attendance has dropped and a lack 
of interest in religion has followed. 


The reasons for this gap appear 
to be a desire to avoid offending 
members of the congregation by 
penetrating their shell of self-right- 
eousness and partial acceptance of 
the idea that the Church should 
mind its own affairs and leave the 
government to deal with practical 
matters. I am not suggesting that 
the Church should play a political 
role or issue inflexible laws for its 
members, but rather that we should 
be guided in the formation of our 
views. Another reason for the gap 
may be that neither the Church nor 
the members are fully aware of its 
existence. That it does exist is well 
illustrated by listening to the North 
American propaganda broadcasts in 
Europe. The hatred and “anti” 
preaching which act as the voice of 
our continent has little relation to 
Christianity. This is more distaste- 
ful as Radio Moscow spends most 
of the day telling us that the farm- 
er who had one cow last year, now 
has three cows. 


It is further illustrated by the 
numerous strikes, trade and intel- 
lectual barriers, treatment of mi- 
nority groups and results of court 
cases. I am afraid that we are clos- 
er to “an eye for an eye” than “love 
thy neighbour.” If you dispute this, 

(Concluded on page 13) 
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Mr. and Mrs. Martin Kjeldsen 
MARRIED 65 YEARS 


—Chicago, Ill. Golgotha Church, Pas- 
tor F. C. M. Hansen. It was a joyous 
occasion, when on February 4, 1955, a 
host of friends and relatives filled the 
Golgotha Church Parlors, to pay trib- 
ute to a revered couple in our midst, 
namely Mr. and Mrs. Martin Kjeldsen, 
who on that day were celebrating 
their 65th wedding anniversary. 


The tables were attractively decorat- 
ed for the occasion, and numerous 
floral arrangements added to the fes- 
tive air, as well as the two colorful 
“Kransekage” on the head table. 

Mr. Marius Ohlsen served as toast- 
master, Mr. N. O. Berthelsen directed 
the group singing, Mrs. Stella Booher 
rendered vocal numbers, and Allen 
Hartmann played several accordion 
numbers. 


Various individuals paid tribute to 
this elderly couple of 86 and 85 years 
respectively, and. many good wishes 
were expressed. Especially empha- 
sized was their loyal attendance at 
church services—the generous hospi- 
tality of their home, and their example 
of being—‘“a friend to man.” Long life 
is a blessing from God, and we hope 
God may give this loved couple many 
more years of health and happiness. 


A copper plaque on wood, bearing 
the inscription of their names, and the 
dates—1890 to 1955, was presented to 
the revered couple from Golgotha 
Church friends, together with an elec- 
tric clock and sixty-five red roses to 
represent their 65 years of love and de- 
votion. 


Audubon, Iowa—Our Saviour’s Lu- 
theran Church. Pastor Erhardt Nielsen. 

The past year we were happy to 
welcome into our church 103 new 
members—by transfer or adult con- 
firmation. Last October the men’s 
organization, The Brotherhood, spon- 
ored a Sunday Fellowship pot-luck 
dinner in honor of the new members. 
The men served about 400 people who 
enjoyed the Christian fellowship to- 
gether. 

A new parsonage was _ purchased 
and paid for during 1954. Pastor Er- 
hardt Nielsen and his family moved 
into this larger and better located 
home last July. 

Our church, together with three 
other Protestant churches in town, are 


sponsoring a “Church Attendance 
Crusade” from Jan. 2 through Easter 
Sunday. Contacts by visitation or 
letter were made to all the homes in 
the community. Each church has set 
an attendance goal to encourage 
“Every Family in Church Every 
Sunday.” 


Pastor A. N. Morck left Feb. 6, for 
Hamburg, Germany, to attend the an- 
nual meeting of the Committee on 
Latin America, Feb. 12—. He willalso 
visit Denmark. 


Theological students accept calls: 
Mr. Anton Kirkegaard has accepted a 
call to the church at Hamlin, Iowa. 
Mr. Lloyd Lorensen has accepted a 
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REMINDERS FOR LENT | ‘ 
Attend the special services in) 
your church. mn 
Read the story of Christ’s suf-f 
fering during Lent. : 
3. Take a friend along to church} 
during Lent. qT 
Give your pastor the name of 
some unchurched family. y 
Give a special sacrificial gift!’ 
to the kingdom of God during 
Lent. | 

| 
call to the church at Moorhead, Iow)) 
These men expect to be ordained | 
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Westby, Mont., Pastor Ejvind Nie? 
sen. The annual meeting in Janua! 
of Danville Lutheran church elect? 
the following to the church councf 
Jonas Nielsen, pres.; George Nie = 
sec.; Raymond Johnson, treas.; Mé 
(Madsen, deacon; George Andersef 
trustee; Sunday school supt., M¥# 
Raymond Johnson. The ladies visit? 
the Good Samaritan Old People¢€ 
Home at Ambrose, N. Dak., in Dh 
cember, bringing refreshments al 
conducting devotions. The Ladies Af 
honored eight members with life men} 
berships at their January meetini 
Mesdames Kristine Olsen, Carl WI 
Jensen, Hans B. Madsen, Jonas Jel 
sen, Peter M. Johnson, Christ Ma 
sen, Jacob (Rasmussen, and Joh 
Freund. 


Hans O. Hansen passed away De 
22. He was a long time member 
the church. Mrs. Louis Andersen, | 
former member, passed away at Ple 
tywood, Mont., Dec. 29. Mr. and Mr) 
Richard Moore joined the church i 
Jan., Mr. Moore by baptism and Mr 
Moore by confirmation. Two of th 
children of Mr. and Mrs. Roy Ande1 
sen have been confined to their be 
since August with rheumatic fever. 


The “Forward with Christ” appez 
has just been organized. 


California W.M.S. A WMS. circu 
meeting held at Our Saviour’s Luthe: 
an church, Caruthers, California, ¢ 
the morning of Thursday, Februat 

(Continued on page 15) 
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itorials and Comments 


WHY WE NEED SO MUCH MONEY 

have had some correspondence with different people 
r synod about the need of the $350,000. Let us state the 

in a few simple sentences. 

r School needs at least $100,000. This money will be 

to put Old Main into such a shape that it can be used for 

rooms etc., for many years. Some remarks have been 
about the age of the building. Some have said it 

id not pay to repair it. But here are the facts: 

will cost about $500,000 to erect a building with the 

# number of square feet for class rooms and laboratory. 

efore it certainly pays to spend $25,000 on the building 


S. The repair of Old Main includes rewiring and the 
jof the walls repointed, etc. This need is a must. 

e furniture of the dormitories has not been renewed 
» 1923 and 1927, This furniture needs to ‘be replaced. 

e boilers need to be renewed. 

.e construction of a sewer system to connect with the 
gsyStem is also needed. 

Mu will thus see that $100,000 for the school is the 
mum. 

4.e Pensions. Much has been said about the Pensions that 
mt clear. The newly enacted social security law for Pas- 
# will naturally influence the whole thinking about pen- 
§. in the future. 

= are also certain that our pastors always will want to 
®ut in the same category as the people they serve. A 
@or is not a special being with certain special economic 
_leges. 

.e church does not owe us a living. We owe the church 
Wrything. 

‘sow the facts: It is estimated that we need about $300,000 
4ke care of the present pensioners. We feel an obligation 
our present pensioners, retired pastors and pastors’ 
Hows. They have no other source of income. The old plan 
i+ be in operation for them. 

view of the pending merger which may be in effect 
ears from now, we want it so that these people should 
ibe the object of charity of the new church. 

ne round figures are as follows as far as the present 
iioners are concerned: 

te have about $100,000 in the pension fund. We expect 
it $100,000 in the budget the next three years for the 
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present pensioners. We hope to raise $100,000 in the “For- 
ward with Christ” appeal—This will make the $300,000 
mentioned above. 

The question is raised about the pastors eligible for pen- 
sion in the next few years. 

Here is our interpretation of this based on information 
received from the officials of the synod. 

The present minimum pension will be continued. It will 
of course, gradually be taken over by the new pension plan. 
It goes without saying that a man of sixty now cannot ex- 
pect more than the minimum pension. We are at present 
paying more than the legal minimum pension because of 
synodical decisions. 

Our present annual pension quota is $65,880.34. $34,120.00 
of that sum will go to the present pensioners. The balance 
of $32,000 will be applied on the new plan based on 8 per 
cent of the salary of $3,000 per pastor. Three fourths of that 
sum will be allocated to all pastors on an equal basis. One 
fourth goes into the contingent fund to help make up the 
minimum pension. 

Let it also be said that the officials do not interpret the 
benefits of the new social security law as income. It will not 
affect the new pension plan nor the promise of a minimum 
pension of all pastors who may become eligible. 

We have written this editorial based on information re- 
ceived from both the president of the synod and the presi- 
dent of the pension board. 

We think this is satisfactory. There is only one point 
which may still need clarification. We are thinking of the 
minimum pension to which pastors and widows may be 
eligible in the future. It would be well to clarify the age at 
which it pays an older man to join the new plan. In other 
words, where does the new plan begin and the old plan end? 

Clearing the deck for merger 

We believe every member in the synod should be happy 
to give his utmost to this Forward with Christ appeal. It is 
simply setting our house in order to go into the merger. 

We want the physical plant of the School to be in such a 
shape that when the merger comes it shall not be necessary 
for the new church to start spending a great deal of extra 
money on the property. We also want the pension in such an 
order that the present retired pastors and their widows shall 
not need to appeal for charity from the new church. 

As far as home missions are concerned we know that they 
are near and dear to the hearts of our people. 


Letters to 


Is Opposed to Suppers etc. in Church 


Editor, 


Jaave been thinking of writing to you for a long time. My 
on for writing is that I want to protest against the way 
churches raise money for their churches. The women's 
Imizations serve suppers and dinners in order to make 
rey. I think this is against the Word of God. We should 

to the church. It is all right to have a fellowship din- 
-n the church for the members of the church. But there 
Md never be any charge for these dinners. I am also op- 


id to all sales and bazaars. 


Sincerely 


Fitor’s note: Please read our editorial remarks in last 


the Editor 


Appreciates the Paper 
Reedley, Calif. 
Dear Editor, 

Have intended for some time to write and let you know 
how very much your paper means to us, so after reading 
the articles in your last edition, I finally decided to put 
those good intentions down on paper. 

We feel that your paper has improved so very much dur- 
ing the last year or two. We are especially happy that you 
keep it so evangelistic. 

There is so much light reading, now-a-days, even in 
Christian literature, that it just warms one’s heart to sit 
down and read a weekly publishing like yours, where the 
articles are always Christ-centered. 

Again, Thank You, and may God richly bless The Ansgar 
Lutheran and its editors to the glory of His Name and to 
the salvation of precious souls. 

Yours in Christ, 
Mr. and Mrs. James C. Hansen 
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A Meditation on the Second Word From the Cross 


“10%” 5 By Dr. C. C. Madsen 


“And he said to him, ‘Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise. 


The first-fruits of our Savior’s 
mission on earth are borne in the 
penitent thief who died beside 
Him on Calvary’s hill. Through- 
out His earthly ministry Jesus 
had insistently declared that this 
was the purpose of His coming: 
that sinners, even a sinner as 
mean and hopeless as this dying 
thief, might find forgiveness and 
eternal life in Him. 

Calvary is the final expression 
of that ever-recurring proclama- 
tion which He had sounded forth 

: od on so many occasions. “For the 
Son of man came to seek and to save that which was lost.” 
“Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those 
who are sick; I came not to call the righteous but sinners.” 
“For the Son of man also came not to be served, but to serve 
and.-to give His life a ransom for many.” Calvary’s miracle 
of mercy was His final answer to the tragic guilt of man- 
kind.- The jeering multitudes milling about His cross, hurl- 
ing their taunts into His algonized face, depict the lowest evil 
depravity of human godlessness. Our Lord’s response to that 
evil is-the miracle of love expressed in His First Word from 
the-eross: “Father, forgive them .. .” 

Then- He reveals to every one who will behold that such 
a Word is not a mere holy generality. 'The miracle of for- 
igiveness becomes concrete, it happens to a person, to this 
penitent. robber who becomes the first to experience Cal- 
vary’s. essential meaning. As the Redeemer cries out, His 
sacrifice complete, “Father, into thy hands I commit my 
spirit,’-He takes with Him into the Father’s Paradise this 
lowly. sinner. The dying thief becomes the first of the great 
host- which has stood at the foot of His cross singing the 
Christian’s thanksgiving hymn, 

“Yes, my heart believes the wonder 

Of the cross, which ages ponder. 

Shield me, Lord, when foes assail me, 

‘Be my staff when life shall fail me; 

Take me to Thy Paradise.” 
So to this dying penitent is given the privilege of being for 
all mankind a literal interpretation of Calvary’s miracle of 
love. 

Moreover, in this Second Utterance from the cross our 
Savior reveals to us in most dramatic clarity the essential 
steps in the divine plan of salvation. Here is revealed the 
first~step in the rescue of a lost soul, true penitence in its 
simplest, truest meaning. According to St. Mark’s account 
of the crucifixion ‘both robbers joined the mob in taunting 
Jesus. “ ‘Let Christ, the King of Israel, came down now from 
the cross that we may see and believe. Those who were 
crucified with him also reviled him.” Then something hap- 
pened to one of the malefactors. Could he see the face of 
Jesus?’ Or was it His prayer, “Father, forgive them .. .”? 
We do not know. But it happened. The light of truth, the 
light of 'God’s Holy |Spirit, broke through and the brutal 
criminal becomes the penitent thief. Now he sensed the 
LLord’s perfect holiness and, sensing it, he turns abruptly 
and cries out in rebuke to his cursing fellow-thief, “This 
man has done nothing amiss!” And seeing the holiness of 
Jesus he sees the awful enormity of his own sin. Even the 
terrible suffering of this cross, the agonizing torture of this 
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—Luke 23:48. 


And we indeed justly; for we are receiving the due rewal) 
of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” | 
In the depth of this penitence he came to that place o} 


Christ. Now, amid all the crowd, he is in that place whe 
sooner or later, every man must be—alone in the presen} 
of the Son of God. And in that presence he can only bj) 
for mercy. He had heard that this Sinless One had a kin 
dom. Possibly he could see the inscription atop His cro# 


ing more than to be there with Him. So he prays out of 
desperation of his helplessness, “Jesus, remember me whi 
you come into your kingly power.” 

Then it happened—as it always happens in response 
the sinner’s penitent plea—‘“Truly, I say to you, today yi 
will be with me in Paradise.” Here is the miracle of r 
deeming love, so infinitely high above our human standar| 
of forgiveness, so utterly beyond our ability to understan} 

Here too we behold the abundance of that divine grad 
bestowed by Him “who is able to do far more abundant 
than all we ask or think.” The thief asks only that he shoul 
not be forgotten: “Remember me.” The Savior responds, | 
will do more than remember. I will take you with me 
The penitent knows not when nor how far away this kin’ 
dom will be. Divine love declares, “It will be Paradise; at 
today you will be there with Me.” Such is ever His respon! 
to our cry of helplessness and trust; not as we are able | 
understand, nor as we have deserved, but as we learned 
childhood, “Purely out of fatherly divine mercy, without 
merit or worthiness in me.” 

‘Since such is the measure of 'God’s love, is it not li 
that He has preserved for us, at the very center of the eri 
cifixion message, the witness of this penitent in order th! 
every sinner may know and believe that even the lowlie 
and meanest of sinners may be saved if he casts himse 
utterly into that redeeming grace? 


‘But as we meditate we face also the need of warning. | 
it be possible to live in such sin until the eleventh hour ar 
then experience such a miraculous rescue, why not let su 
be the pattern of our life? For in truth, even amid Lent 
meditation, the call of sin is strong. No, to such temptatic 
the other cross cries out in terrible admonition. One wi 
saved. But the other was lost. 'The last word we hear fro: 
that other thief is cursing rejection of the Savior. The san 
love reached out for both. But that one, even in the “Re 
Presence” of Calvary, had so hardened his heart that tl 
Savior’s love could not penetrate. So there may be time | 
life’s last hour. The other cross, hewever, speaks wil 
tragic certainty—there may not. 
(Continued on page 15) 
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THE RELIEF ACT AND THE 
PERMANENT DRAFT 


Whe Christian Century summarized 
report of Dr. Paul C. Empie, ex- 
itive director of the National Lu- 
an Council, to the recent annual 
sting at Atlantic City. It did it so 
il and it made some editorial com- 
mits that we reprint it as follows: 


yme cannot read the speech which 
il C. Empie, executive director of 
| National Lutheran Council, made 
the recent Atlantic City meeting of 
tt body without concluding (1) that 
Empie is restrained only by his ex- 
itive responsibilities from letting go 
mrrent of indignation at the way in 
ich the Refugee Relief act of 1953 is 
mg administered, and (2) that he 
wately is coming to the conclusion 
ft the act is a deliberate piece of 
iticians’ fakery, and has been such 
™n its beginning. Dr. Empie was able 
ttell the Lutheran meeting that the 
inistration is now giving assurances 
the private agencies that the bottle- 
Iks have been opened and that this 
the flow of refugees will con- 
erably increase. At the same time, 
ever, he pointed out that the ad- 
nistration gave exactly the same as- 
rances a year ago and that nothing 
opened. So far as Dr. Empie can see, 
bottlenecks which were there a 
ago are there still. As our readers 
low, this act was hailed, when Presi- 
at Eisenhower signed it, as a great 
manitarian gesture which would ad- 
= to this country before the end of 
<t year 209,000 refugees and home- 
& people over and above normal im- 
sration quotas. Up to last December 
says Dr. Empie, exactly 9,704 persons 
Wve managed to squeeze in under the 
svisions of the act, and of this pitiful 
fal only 61 were refugees and 386 
shaned children! All the rest were 
atives of U.S. citizens coming from 
Iantries which claim a surplus of 
ulation, mainly Italy. The admin- 
-ator of the act, Scott McLeod, 
mmes the difficulty in obtaining as- 
-ances from American sponsors for 
> failure to produce results. Dr. Empie 
imating that 25,000 would be about 
. fair Lutheran share of the 209,000 
al, says that “by careful administra- 
4 and hard work” assurances for all 
. 25,000 can be obtained. But he is 

U dently skeptical that, assurances or 
: assurances, the refugees will be al- 
ved to come. The 5,025 assurances 
. Lutherans have provided so far 
e opened the door to precisely nine 
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URCH NEWS FROM HERE AND THERE 


refugees! If this picture does not 
change soon, the Lutherans, Church 
World Service and the other volunteer 
agencies had better dissociate them- 
selves from this piece of governmental 
humbug, seeing to it that the churches 
and the world at large learn why they 
do so, 


The Permanent Draft was also com- 


mented on by the Christian Century 
as follows: 


Another speech made at that At- 
lantic City meeting of the Lutherans 
should be noted by all American 
churches. Carl F. Yaeger, associate 
secretary of the Lutheran Service Com- 
mission, spoke on what it means to 
American youth to see this country 
“settle down to a garrison life of long 
duration,” and his _ picture was 
thoroughly alarmist. Dr. Yaeger was 
particularly concerned about what is 
happening to American boys drafted 
for service overseas. With U.S. forces 
now stationed in 67 foreign countries, 
he called the moral problem “stagger- 
ing.” There has been some improve- 
ment during the past year, he reported, 
in the control of drug sales to the troops 
and in cutting down on sexual prom- 
iscuity, especially in Japan. But these 
19- and 20-year-old boys, thousands of 
miles from home, find themselves “in 
an ideological jungle.’ Dr. Yaeger 
blames communist agents for some of 
the things—especially the drug addic- 
tion—that are undermining morale. He 
says that conditions regarding prosti- 
tution are still very bad around many 
of our camps in Japan, but the problem 
is by no means confined to Japan. In 
Germany, for example, Munich, Fuerth 
and Kaiserslautern have come, to be 
known as “sin cities,” and Bishop Di- 
belius has appealed to U.S. army chap- 
lains to try to clean things up. The 
practice of “shacking up” with women 
of the countries where American troops 
are stationed, Dr. Yaeger reported, is 
so prevalent “that men who refuse to 
participate are not considered ‘nor- 
mal.’” Dr. Yaeger was pleading against 
shutting down any more Lutheran ser- 
vice centers at army installations. Six 
were closed last year and the program 
at three more was reduced. He also 
called for more constructive work by 
Lutheran young people’s societies to 
prepare their members for the moral 
strains of army life. But the problem 
is one which American church bodies 
—Jewish as well as Christian—should 
be tackling unitedly and with a real- 
ization of its seriousness so far sadly 
lacking. 


Proposes Deputation of Asian-: 
Christians to Red China 3 


Rajah B. eae, 


Singapore—Dr. 


secretary in Asia for the World Coun- 


cil of Churches and the International 
Missionary Council, said here=itimay 
well be time for the churches~ to: con- 
sider sending a deputation ‘of:-Asian 
Christians to Red China to pledge-fel- 
lowship and continued prayer. ome 
He told a meeting of the Malayan 
Christian Council that commercial and 
political groups already are visiting 
China and a team going in the name. of 
Christ might be worthwhile, sae 
Di Manikam, author of * Caeliaity 


Eafe Boat 


China, idea followers of the: Chris- 
tian and Missionary Alliance;> should 
get more help from other missions. ‘Fhe 
rest of Indo-China’s nearly .2,000;000 
Christians are Roman Catholics, “2! 
Referring to the increasing difficulty 
of getting permits for missionaries: to 
enter Asian countries, he suggested 
sending native Asian missionaries. ~ 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICERS Or NLC~ 


Atlantic City, N.J.—Dr: Oster * ZA, 
Benson of Minneapolis was etected-to 
his third one-year term as president of 
the National Lutheran Council at its 
37th annual meeting here, Feb. 1-4. He 
is president of the Augustana Luther- 
an Church. 


Dr. Henry F. Schuh of Commis, (0. 
Church, was named to his third one- 
year term as vice president of the 
Council and Dr. F. Eppling Reinartz of 
New Rochelle, N.Y., secretary. of the 
United Lutheran Church in America, 
to his second one-year term as secre- 
tary of the NLC. 

Mr. Fred C. Eggerstedt of Richmond 
Hill, L. I. New York (ULCA) was. Te- 
elected treasurer for his fourth. term, 

Eleven councillors, in addition. to. ine 


officers, were named to the NLE€’s. ¢ ex- 
ecutive committee, as follows; =... 
From the ULCA, Dr. Franklin. Clark 
Fry, president; Dr. L. Ralph - Tabor. -of 
Baltimore, Md.; and Dr. Rees. ‘Edgar 
Tulloss of ‘Springfield, O. 
From the ELC, Dr. Fredrik a: 
Schiotz, president, and Dr. J. AicAas- 
gaard, president emeritus. 
From the ALC, Dr. 
Menter of Detroit, Mich. one 2s 
From Augustana, Dr. Malvine= H. 
Lundeen of LaGrange, Il. + brsog 
Also Dr. Hans C. Jersild of--Blair, 
Nebr., president of the United:-Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church; Dr. -T.—O. 
Burntvedt of Minneapolis, president-of 
the Lutheran Free Church; Dr. -John 


Norman: <A. 
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Wargelin of Hancock, Mich., acting 
president of the Suomi Synod; and Dr. 
Alfred Jensen of Des Moines, Ia., presi- 
dent of the American Evangelical Lu- 
theran Church. 


Lutherans Set. 
Relief Record 

Atlantic City, IN. J—Lutheran World 
Relief, material aid arm of the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council, set a new 
record in 1954 when it shipped over- 
seas 22,047,620 pounds of relief sup- 
plies. 

The food, clothing, medicines and 
other supplies, valued at $8,200,787, 
were distributed to refugees and other 
needy in 13 countries. 

Bernard A. Confer, LWR executive 
secretary, told the Council’s 37th an- 
nual meeting here that the new re- 
cord topped the best previous mark, 
set in 1958, by 207,362 pounds and 
$779,859. 

Mr. Confer explained that the heavy 
shipment of relief supplies during the 
past two years was due largely to 
greatly increased government dona- 
tions of surplus commodities and re- 
cord gifts of used clothing from (Lu- 
therans in the United States. 

More than half of LWR’s shipment 
of relief materials since it began op- 


. Austria, 
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erations nine years ago have gone to 
Germany, which has received 82,526,206 
pounds of clothing, shoes, food, medi- 
cines and miscellaneous goods, with a 
total value of $27,314,705, Mr. Confer 
reported. 

Next largest recipient, he said, was 
the Holy Land, where Arab refugees 
in Jordan and Syria have received 
8,875,871 pounds of supplies, valued 
at $29308,529. 

Major shipments also included 7,145,- 
673 pounds valued at $2,177,709 to 
5,570,110 pounds valued at 
$1,880,737 to Yugoslavia, and 2,229,009 
pounds valued at $1,650,471 to Korea. 


Sees Soviets Revising 
Attitude to Religion 

Montreal—The official attitude to 
religion in the Soviet Union has been 
significantly revised, Canon Charles 
®. Raven, chaplain to Queen Eliza- 
beth, said in a talk to McGill Uni- 
versity students here. 

Canon Raven said that while he was 
in Moscow last November, the govern- 
ment issued a policy statement which, 
in effect, admitted that persecution 
had failed to eradicate religion in Rus- 
sia. . 

The statement, he said, called for an 
end to social and political pressure in 


| 
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the struggle against religion, and | 
clared that henceforth the opposi'| 
must be based on ideological grou) 
alone. 

It quoted the Soviet constitutic) 
provision that both religion and a 
religion must be free and added t/ 
a man could be both a good Russi) 
citizen and also a Christian, Cal) 
Raven declared. | 

The statement, he added, was int| 
preted in the British press to mea 
renewal of a full-scale “anti-Gd 
campaign, whereas its actual words 
constituted an admission that this f) 
icy had failed. f 

Canon Raven said he has a copy} 
the Soviet statement, together with) 
translation made by a British na’ 
officer who accompanied him to : 
cow as his interpreter. The visit 
curely a personal trip, he said, mi 
in response to an invitation from R), 
sian Orthodox Church leaders ¢@ 
after he was assured no political 4 
plications would be attached to it.j, 

Canon Raven, a former vice-ch} 
cellor of Cambridge University, oc) 
mented on his Russian visit dur} 
one of his keynote addresses as le, 
er of the five-day Christian miss} 
at McGill. t 


] 
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The Action of the Pension Board 


As a pastor in the U.E.L.C. and for 
about 40 years a member of the Pen- 
sion Fund, I suppose I would have 
the right to express my opinion pub- 
licly as to the proposition of our 
Pension Board. 

It was a kind of rude awakening we 
had when we received the recent no- 
tice from the Secretary of the Pen- 
sion Board, telling us that a certain 
group of pastors, eligible for Pension 
in a few years, are hereby, taken by 
the neck and thrown out of the Pen- 
sion Fund. And why so? Simply be- 
cause now, after these many years of 
service to our church, we can turn to 
the State and get a little help there. 
And so the Pension Board, acting in 
behalf of the U.E.L.C., are now wash- 
ing their hands of any further obli- 
gations or pensions to this group of 
pastors, that can not much longer be 
of any service, anyway, to the church 
as such. 

But what authority has the Pension 
Board to act in such an arbitrary man- 
ner and contrary to the repeated de- 
cisions of the Church Conventions; 
which, again and again, has promised 
the minimum pension to all pastors, 
even such that did not join the Pen- 


By J. P. M. Magnussen 


sion Fund? And they have urged us 
pastors of the Old Pension Fund to 
join the New Pension Fund and now 
that we have joined the New, we are 
thrown out. 

I thought it was the decision of the 
convention that all congregations pay 
$1.00 pr. confirmed member to the 
Pension Fund so that there would 
be an equal benefit for all pastors? 
Now the Pension Board has decided 
that only the younger pastors, that 
still have from 15 to 20 years of serv- 
ice left, are to have a pension based 
upon their own contribution and the 


contribution allocated to them py the 


congregation? Why is it only this un- 
fortunate group of pastors, that for 
nearly 40 years have helped the Pen- 
sion Fund by their contributions and 
also helped by the in-gathering of the 
Endowment Fund for Pension, that 
they now are being robbed of their 
pension? 

Or is it only the younger pastors, 
that have, as a rule, a better income 
today, that have need of both the 
Pension and the Social Security Ben- 
efits, while those pastors that have 
lived in privation, lacking many of 
the ordinary comforts in life, must 


\ 


now continue the scanty living to 
very end? And now if they chol 
not to take Social Security will # 
Pension Fund then be obligated | 
give them their pension? 

And why are we now gathering 
another $100,000 for the Pensij 
Fund? Why not use the money in { 
Endowment Fund to pay the old ps 
tors already on the pension list? A 
then discard the whole Pension Sy 
tem and not as a church have a 
more to do with such unjust busine 
conniving against a certain group 
pensioners. And why should 
younger pastors join a Pension Ful 
that constantly changes its promis 
and commitments to its pensionel 
And what guarantee will they hai 
that the Board will not do the sar 
in the future? 


\ 


If this is what the church means 
“FORWARD WITH CHRIST” I 
not see how you can expect many 
work for it? I believe the decision 
the Pension Board is both de-mol 
lizing, un-lawful, and un-Christii 
And I cannot believe that the delega’ 


to our convention will approve st 
deplorable action. 
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ELIHU AN AFRICAN 
CHRISTIAN 


By Donald Wahlgren 


"his is a story of one of our 
‘ican Christians who is at the 
ksent time head African teacher 
the Boys’ Boarding School at 

an. His name is Elihu and he is 
m the Bachama tribe. The Bach- 
tribe was the tribe in which 
mission first began work in 


in in which Rev. 
»mpsen spent so many years. He 
. born there in about 1910 in ut- 
paganism. He remembers one 
pdent from his childhood very 
. It happened one day when he 
herding his father’s goats. An 
‘man called out to him and said, 
back because a white man is 
1ing.” Elihu had never seen a 
te man before but had heard 
t them. He heard that the 
‘te people used to kill people 
take their fat to use in making 
© preserve their guns. Because 
his he did not want to see the 
te man but ran quickly to his 
ne. The goats meanwhile were 
to take care of themselves. 
eral years later when mission- 
ss from our mission came _ to 
murde his fear of the white pe- 
» subsided and he not only 
-ked for them a little, but also 
pered school there in 1924. 


tlihu recalls one incident from 

time when he was tieing grass 
be used for the house of the mis- 
mary. He had tied a bundle of 
ss and should have received a 
-penny for it. However by mis- 
2 the missionary gave him ashil- 
= (14 cents)for his work. Elihu 
#5 he took the money and never 
anything about it. However, 
ir he became a Christian this in- 
ent troubled him a great deal. So 
wvent to Rev. Kjaer and told him 
story and gave the shilling back 
aim. Later, however, Rev. Kjaer 
i.ded to give the shilling back to 
because of his honesty. 


e finished school in Lamurde in 
'3 and in the same year was bap- 
td together with 11 other people 
4.amurde by Rev. Thompsen. The 
he year he also went to Numan 
‘ake up teacher training. Here 
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he spent two years. During this 
time he once left the school and 
went to work in a trading shop in 
a town called Banjeram. He only 
worked ninteen days there and he 
decided that he did not want to 
continue so he came back to school 
in Numan. He says that it was the 
will of God that he should continue 
in school instead of working in a 
trading shop. 


In 1930 he was sent to Shellem 
as a teacher, Shellem is one of our 
mission stations and is north of Nu- 
man. Here he spent most of his 
spare time going out and preaching 
the Gospel in the surrounding vil- 
lages. He said that most of the peo- 
ple there had never had the op- 
portunity to hear the Gospel before. 
In 1941 he returned to Numan and 
spent three years as headmaster of 
the Girls’ Boarding School. Three 
years later he came to the Boys’ 
Boarding School where he has been 
ever since. 


Now he has four children, two 
boys and two girls. He has served 


-en the Numan Church Council for 


several years and always helped a 
great deal in the work of the 
Church. We missionaries are espe- 
cially thankful to have him because 
he is a good, dependable teacher. 
Also, more important than that, he 
knows Jesus Christ as his personal 
Saviour and he is a good witness 
for Jesus. We need more people 
like him if the cause of the Gospel 
is to go forward here in Nigeria. 
Pray for him and our other native 
leaders that God will bless them in 
their work and guide them so that 
new souls may be won and con- 
verted souls may be strengthened 
for Jesus Christ. 


BRIGHT HOPE IN ASIA 


Speaking for the International 
Christian University in Japan and 
recently returned from that coun- 
try, the Honorable Francis B. 
Sayre, veteran American diplomat, 
and former chairman of the United 
Nations Trusteeship Council said: 


“A Christian Japan could be- 
come the brightest hope in Asia to- 
day. Japan today in the long view 
is one of the most strategic and 
critical spots in the world. The con- 
cepts of democracy and human 
freedom are knocking insistently at 


af 


Japan’s gates, demanding revolu- 
tionary changes in her thinking, her 
ways of life, her international ob- 
jectives. With her great industrial 
potentialities, with her hard-work- 
ing, self-disciplined people, intensely 
loyal to the ideals implanted in 
their hearts, with her strategic geo- 
graphic position on the Eastern sea- 
board, Japan could well turn the 
tide of history in Asia. 

But Christianity in Japan has 
had an unhappy past. For over 200 
years Christianity was held a capi- 
tal offense, and Japanese were 
taught to fear the “evil sect.” To- 
day only a fringe of Japanese are 
Christians,—less than 400,000 out of 
a population of some 87 million. 
Can the mass of Japanese farmers 
and fishermen and city dwellers be 
brought, before it is too late, to 
understand and believe in the great 
teachings and concepts of Jesus 
Christ? This is the supreme ques- 
tion in the Asia of our generation. 


One of the most effective ways to 
weave Christianity into the think- 
ing of a country is to impart Chris- 
tian concepts to growing students, 
who will become the leaders of the 
coming generation. For this purpose 
men of high vision, in the years im- 
mediately following the disastrous 
war, founded in Japan the Inter- 
national Christian University. 


Some of these were stalwart 
Christians in other countries; some 
were Japanese, receptive and 
friendly to the conquering ideas of 
the West. Almost half a million dol- 
lars were contributed by the Japa- 
nese themselves. 


The International Christian Uni- 
versity is a new venture in Japan. 
Organized only since the war, it has 
now some 350 students, coming 
from Japan, ‘China, India, Korea, 
Siam and the United States, with 
an administrative and academic 
faculty of over 80. Its faculty and 
trustees are 100 per cent Christian, 
—a standard to which few, if any 
other Christian universities in Ja- 
pan, have been able to attain. Un- 
like most other Japanese universi- 
ties, it is establishing a dormitory 
system so that faculty and students 
can live and study and work to- 
gether on the campus as a large 
Christian family. 

The particular aim is to prepare 
men and women for teaching, for 
government work, and for social 
work programs. International 
Christian University is a venture of 
courage and faith. The outcome lies 
in the hands of God. The eyes of 
Christians all over the world are on 
tte —The Foreign Missionary. 
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CONSIDER THE SMALL CONGREGATION 


By Henry M. Hansen 


As a pastor who has served small congregations un- 
der less than minimum salaries right along, and moved 
from one parish to another receiving less, or only the 
equal, from my former parish, I am in a position to not 
only know the odds against the low salaried pastors, but 
also the struggles connected with raising quotas and 
budgets. There are many pastors who share these tribu- 
lations like myself. When our congregations respond to 
our appeals, we are exceedingly pleased, and they do 
respond in a very remarkable way, but let us look at 
the situation realistically. 

Statistics from the 1954 Yearbook reveals that 4 out 
of every 7 congregations have 150 members or less (96 
under, 71 over). There are 120 congregations out of 167 
that raise $5,000 or less for current expenses. There are 
65 pastors who serve where the current expenses are 
$5,000 or less. The pastors’ salaries are not stated in the 
Yearbook (possibly advisedly), but if the minimum 
salary of $3,600 is paid, that would leave only $1,400 
for all other current expenses. Is $1,400 annually in the 
run of years too much for expenses and up-keep of 
church and parsonage? Personally, I don’t think so. 

The sad fact remains that the total current expenses 
including pastor’s salary ordinarily runs below the above 
mentioned figures to quite an extent. Consequently the 
pastor’s salary drops accordingly and the efficiency of 
his service is hampered by inadequate funds to operate 
a car and make the necessary calls. If he fails to do so 
he is naturally blamed. Is that right? 

Now we are talking in our Synod in terms of great 
expansion of our Home Mission program, expansion that 
takes thousands of dollars, with churches and parson- 
ages that most often cost much more than the rural 
churches possess, and the mission pastors’ salaries must 
be $4,000 or more. 

Who does not like to see our Synod expand? Who 
begrudges our mission pastors a $4,000 salary? I am 
sure there is not one congregation or pastor that does, 
but here is the question which arises. Is this expansion 
to disregard the small congregations and impede the 
work in the rural areas still more? Shall we ignore 
the small congregations and their pastors, except when 
it comes to appeal for MORE money from them? 

It is exceptionally well done by small congregations 
to meet their local, synodical, district and L.W.A. dues. 
There is certainly evidence of love for Christ and the 
expansion of His Kingdom when these quotas are met. 
These quotas are not regarded as mere obligations. It 
takes a good measure of love for God and faith in the 
Church to produce $1,000 for a congregation of eighty 
members after paying the pastor’s salary besides the 
other current expenses. If you allow $800 for all other 
current expenses, it will take $60 per confirmed mem- 
ber to meet this schedule. 

When this is so the considerate pastor is very reluc- 
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tant to ask his congregation for a minimum of $3,¢ 
yet isn’t that where home mission should begin? "| 
pastor of such a congregation does not have the he 
to ask for $3,600 when one-third of his members q 
more than $100; another third give over $50, and t] 
these must carry the load. There will be about f} 
per cent of the last third who do not even meet tt 
synodical, district and L.W.A. dues so the liberal m¢ 
bers or organizations dig in and do so. Isn’t that 1) 
and loyalty? ) 

If anyone does not think this is a true picture, let I 
ask the rural pastor that comes under the bracket m 
tioned above. We rural pastors could appreciate a li 
more understanding of the problems we face toget 


i 
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with our loyal members. We pastors do our pitching 
the congregation (prayerfully too) or there would | 
be the response we find. The batting average of | 
rural congregations is not bad either. It is the sym 
thetic pastors who gain response from their memb\ 
not the ones who tell them, “This is what is expec 
of you!” Let us not come up with the idea that at lj 
last we have seen the light and are now making } 
right approach with the “Forward with Christ” mq 


Surely there are those who can give more andj 
would do some of our members good to loosen up | 
purse strings some more. There are others who are } 
ing about all that can be expected of them before C 
and man. Then there are those we must reach 1 
Christ outside and inside the church. Evangelismi 
needed, but not the kind that says, “It’s your souls 
want” and then in the very next breath, “Now cc 
with your dollars.” When I minister to a soul’s sa 
tion, I do not want the dollar sign read on my forehé 
That kind of evangelism will not work! It deserves 
be defeated. I am old enough in the ministry to h 
that much sense. 

I am sorry if this article looks like throwing c¢ 
water on the idea of supporting our College, our ch 
expansion, and our dear old retired pastors. I do h 
we can all have more money to give and give it liberi 
and sacrificially to the worthy cause of “Forward y 
Christ,” but let us not go overboard in so doing t 
the local smaller congregations must neglect their i 
tors and their own church program and property. q 
local struggling congregations need encouragement, 
the work that is established. A pure evangelism 4 
gram is most needed. Our local fields of labor must | 
be neglected. We could use some real inspiration i 
soul-winning program. That is the emphasis we n 
need now! O, that our hearts could be set aglow 
(Christ to selic known to our community the unseal 
able riches of love in Christ Jesus. 


It might be well for the Synod to go on record 
(Continued on page 15) 


The Mid-Winter Church School Workers’ Institute 


By S. S. Kaldahl 


t 
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Dr. Oscar E. Feucht 
IThe second Church School Workers’ Institute will be 
Trinity Theological Seminary at Blair, Nebraska. The 
ce is March 14-15, 1955. 
e are happy that our seminary will again be host to 


fis institute. We know that our seminary through its 
actical department, of which Dr. ‘C. C. Madsen, mem- 
+r of the Board of Parish Education, is the head, is 
+ry much interested in this institute. And we are also 
ippy for the fine hospitality which the folks of First 
titheran Church of Blair are manifesting by again pro- 
sding lodging for those who will attend this institute. 
PARISH WORKERS 
‘The parish workers of our synod have been included 
_ this institute. Such workers are fast finding a place 


in the work of our church on the parish level. It is taken 
for granted that such workers have a great share in the 
work of the church schools. So it became quite natural 
to include these workers as having a place in our 
Church School Workers’ Institute. 


A session has been set aside for these workers as well 
as the students at Dana College preparing themselves 
with this work in mind. Pastor George Robertson of 
Royal, Iowa, who has had experience in the assistance 
of such a worker in his church, will address these work- 
ers and lead them in the discussion of problems which 
pertain to such work. 


But all workers in our church schools, such as teach- 
ers, secretaries, treasurers, superintendents, and congre- 
gational board members of parish education, where such 
are serving, are urged to attend. It may be said that the 
program planned is of a general nature. However, we 
believe, it can be said that its purpose is to give inspira- 
tion and knowledge to help our workers to render still 
better and consecrated service 
parishes. 

We are happy to announce that we will have as one 
of our speakers and teachers, Dr. Oscar E. Feucht, a 
member of the staff for Parish Education of the Luther- 
an Church-Missouri Synod. Dr. Feucht’s work is in the 
field of adult education, and during the last five years 
or so he has done a great service in bringing about a 
greater interest in adult Bible classes in his synod. He 
will address the institute at two of its sessions and will 
also speak to the Bible class teachers in their special 
session. 


in their respective 


(Continued on page 15) 


THE PROGRAM AS PLANNED 


Monday, March 14th 


1:00 - 2:15 p.m., Registration Period—Pioneer Memorial Building 
2:15 - 2:45 p.m., Opening Devotion, Pastor Stanley Larsen 
2:45 - 3:30 p.m., Bible Study, Pastor M. 'G. Christensen 


3:30 - 


4:00-5:00 p.m 


4:00 p.m., Coffee Fellowship 
, “Newer Methods in\S.'S. Teaching,” Miss Martha Wangberg 


6:00 - 7:00 p. m., ’ The Dinner Hour 


7:15 - 


8:00 p.m., The Vesper Hour—Seminary Students in Chargie 


8:00-9:15 p.m., First Lecture—“Enlisting and Training for Adult Leader- 


ship in the Church School,” Dr. Oscar E. Feucht 


Tuesday, March 15th 


8:00 - 
8:45 - 


9:50 - 


18:45 a.m., Bible Study, Pastor M. G. Christensen 

9:40 a.m., “An Evangelism Program in and through the Church 
School,” Pastor Verner Carlsen 

10:10 a.m., The College Chapel Period 


10:10 - 10:40 a.m., Morning Break 
10:45 - 11:45 a.m. "Group Study and Discussion iPeriod. Subject—“An Ef- 
fective Organized Class ‘Session”’ 
‘Primary Section. Chairman, Mrs. K. M. Ludvigsen 
Topic Leader, Mrs. Clarence Vig 
Junior and Intermediate Section. 
Chairman, Pastor Stanley Larsen 
Topic Leader, Mrs. Chris Stone 
10:45 - 11:45 a.m., ‘Special session of Bible class Teachers. Chairman, Pastor 
S. S. Kaldahl. Dr. Feucht will address the group on the 
importance of adult Bible class work. 
Special sessions for parish workers. Chairman, Pastor 
Verner Carlsen. The group will hear an address by Pas- 
tor George Robertson on a topic pertaining to its work. 
:15-1:00 p.m., The Lunch Period 
4:00 a Hs m., ‘Second Lecture—“Enlisting and Training for Adult Lead- 
ership in the Church School,” Dr. Oscar E. Feucht 
2:00-3:00 p.m., Closing Bible Study Meditation, Pastor M. G. 


Christensen 
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Read Luke 19: 41-44. 


The world in which we live has 
often been called a “vale of tears.” 
Each of us has shed tears, young 
though we are, and we will shed 
them again. But what were the 
circumstances which drew forth 
our tears? Do we not often weep 
for some trifling cause, some selfish 
reason, some sinful feeling? There 
are the tears of mortified pride, the 
tears of discontent, even the tears 
of rebellion. All these tears are sin- 
ful tears. There are the tears of dis- 
appointment, of anxiety, of pain, 
and of grief. These are natural 
tears. There are the tears of sym- 
pathy. Jesus shed those tears when 
accompanying the mourners to the 
tomb of Lazarus. There are the 
tears of penitence. These the Savior 
could not shed because He was not 
a sinner; but He delights in these 
tears, and with them He once per- 
mitted a weeping penitent woman 
to wash His blessed feet. 


The New Testament makes men- 
tion of only two occasions on which 
Jesus weeping shed tears: at the 
tomb of Lazarus and the day He 
entered Jerusalem for the last time. 
The tears which He shed over Jeru- 
salem were tears of generous love 
—love for his bitterest enemies. 
Have we ever shed such tears? I 
have known Christians who had so 
imbibed the spirit of their Savior 
and master that they would retire 
to a lonely spot to pray and weep 
for those who hated and reviled 
them and who would not weep for 
themselves. But all Christians have 
not attained to such heights of di- 
vine compassion. 


How strange it must have appear- 
ed to those who were singing His 
praises on Palm Sunday, and adorn- 
ing His path with green and flowery 
branches, to see the Redeemer stop, 
and gaze, and weep right in the 
midst of their joyful hosannas, the 
sorrowful tone of His voice was 
heard, saying, “If thou  hadst 
known, even thou, at least in this 
thy day, the things which belong 
unto thy peace!” Thus he spoke to 
the daughter of Zion (cities are in 
Scripture often compared to 
women) We may truly say, “Be- 


TEARS 


By Rev. C. C. Kloth 
Laurens, New York 


hold, how He loved her!” He did 
not weep because He saw, from the 
top of Mount Olivet, the place of 
His own sufferings; because He saw 
at its foot Gethsemane, that dole- 
ful garden where the first drops of 
His blood would fall; nor because 
He saw beyond the city, Calvary, 
that dismal spot, where the last 
drops would flow at the touch of 
the soldier’s spear. He wept be- 
cause He foresaw the calamities 
that would overtake His murderers. 
Though now the city sat majestic- 
ally on her seven hills, yet soon He 
knew she would lie prostrate in the 
dust. How grand and beautiful she 
appeared when viewed from the 
heights of Mount Olivet! Her lofty 
rocks, her massive towers, and, 
above all, the glittering dome of her 
snow-white temple, generally excit- 
ed admiration; but now they called 
forth lamentation. It was in these 
defences she trusted, instead of in 
the living God. But neither her 
mighty rocks, nor her strong tow- 
ers, nor even her holy temple, 
could save her when, 37 years later, 
the Romans came and besieged the 
proud city. Her God had departed 
from her to leave her alone forever- 
more. Then her high and strong 
walls were thrown down, her won- 
derful temple burnt, and, accord- 
ing to the Jewish historian 
Josephus, more than one million of 
her inhabitants destroyed by fam- 
ine and pestilence, by fire and 
sword. 


At this moment the Savior knows 
the fate of every city on the earth. 
He knows what will befall New 
York, London, Paris and Rome. 
Every city that, like Jerusalem, 
trusts in her own strength, her 
atomic weapons, and refuses to 
obey Christ, must fall, as she has 
done. We Christians who love our 
dear native land ought to use every 
effort to spread the gospel far and 
wide among our countrymen. 


But Christ not only knows the 
fate of every city; He knows also 
the fate of every individual in 
every city, every village and small- 
est hamlet. Sometimes, perhaps, 
when we see a person in the enjoy- 


ment of riches and honor—suy 
rounded by smiling children, a 
admiring friends,—we are ready | 
say, “If I were only in their plac 
I should certainly be happy.” 
is this person forgetful of his Sa 
ior? Then it may be that Christ} 
saying to him, “if thou hadst knows 
even thou, at least in this thy di 


peace!” | 

We behold only the  prese 
scene, but Jesus sees the future 
so. He sees—not only the tak 
amply spread, but He also behol 
the dying bed that will succeed f} 
every mortal. He hears—not on 
the voice of merriment of t 
young and strong that now prevaii 
but the faint groan that will clo! 
the scene of our earthly existend 
Can He count those happy who 
everlasting misery is every hoy 
drawing nearer? Surely, the con 
passionate Savior feels endless co: 
passion for all who will soon & 
claim, in another world, “If I he 
only known in my own day of sa 
vation, the things which belonge 
unto my peace; but now—they a1 
eternally hid from my eyes!” 

Though meek towards those wk 
reviled Him, Jesus was ardent i 
His opposition to every and a 
wickedness. Don’t forget that He 
the judge of all, as well as the Sav 
ior of all; and when He comes agai 
at the end of time He will manife 
His hatred against sin. If in tt 
days of His flesh the wicked fle 
before Him whenever he exerte 
His divine power, how much mor 
will they tremble when He com 
in glory with all His holy angel 
Who will be able to resist when F 
shall send them forth to gather o 
of His kingdom all things that c 
fend, and them that do iniquit 
and cast them into a furnace 
fire? 

Dear reader, you have expe! 
enced Jesus’ love and _ goodne 
from your earliest infancy, do y 
praise Him and thank Him for E 
dying love? Angels rest not day a 
night in worshipping Him, will yc 
a sinner, for whom He died refu 
to utter a note of heartfelt pra‘ 
for His dying love? 
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nicago, Jan. 21—A young North 
folina Methodist minister, al- 
ily the author of 300 poems, has 
bien the top hymn among five 
lcted by the Hymn Society of 
serica in a hymn-writing project 
ponsored by the United Chris- 
Youth Movement in connection 
the celebration of the 1955 
th Week. 
#O Master, Who in Days of 
th,” written by Rev. H. Glen 
nier, pastor of the First Metho- 
t Church, Thomasville, N.C., was 
first choice in the project limit- 
itto writers under 30 years of age. 
= text is written to the tune 
veleombe,’ found in Methodist, 
.scopal, Presbyterian, Congrega- 
imal, and other hymnals. 
"he announcement was made 
ntly by Rev. Deane Edwards, 
wv York, president of the hymn 
Hety, and Rev. A. Wilson Cheek, 
icago, executive secretary of the 
ited Christian Youth Movement. 
Others whose hymns have been 
cted are Mrs. Jane O. Thurber, 
fe of the pastor of the Baptist 
rch, Pt. Pleasant, Pa. Rev. 
miel B. Merrick, Jr., pastor of the 
sited ‘Church, Milwaukee, Wis.; 
rv. Nevitt Brenton Smith, pastor 
he Sellwood Methodist Church, 
mtland, Ore; and J. Donald 
ighes, a student of Boston Uni- 
csity School of Theology. 
ymns from all over the country 
bre sent in response to the invita- 
of the hymn society and 
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UCYM for young people to submit 
their compositions. A recent study 
of 560 hymns in a typical church 
hymnal disclosed nine that were 
written in the language of youth 
and with the aspirations of young 
people in mind. 

“Young people have difficulty in 
articulating their deepest prayer 
thoughts,” said Mr. Cheek. “This 
hymn is both personal and corp- 
orate and provides a vehicle for the 
expression of prayer by young 
people. It captures the vision and 
ideal of youth which is consistent 
with the nature of the Christian 
gospel of “One Fellowship .in 
Christ.” 

The use of hymns as a means of 
transmitting the gospel to youth 
was recognized early. A classic ex- 
ample is “Shepherd of Eager 
Youth,” written by Clement of 
Alexandria in the second century 
A.D. 

“Encouraging young ‘jpeople to 
write hymns is part of a broad pro- 
gram of UCYM to encourage them 
to express contemporary religious 
conviction in contemporary art 
forms,” Mr. Cheek pointed out. 

The commonly used hymn, “We 
Would (Be Building,’ was written 
for UCYM in 1933 by Rev. Purd 
Dietz, now executive secretary of 
the Board of National Missions of 
the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church, St. Louis, and chairman of 
the Division of Home Missions of 
the National Council of Churches. 
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Mr. Lanier graduated from High 
Point College, North Carolina, in 
1945, and from Duke University 
Divinity School in 1949. A number 
of his poems have been published in 
magazines and religious periodicals 
and one in the National Anthology 
of Poems of Colleges and Universi- 
ties. He is a relative of Sidney 
Lanier, the poet. 

The committee which made the 
selection of hymns for use included 
Dr. Dietz; Dr. Morgan Phelps 
Noyes, Montclair, N. J.; Miss Edith - 
Lovell Thomas, New York; Dean 
Tertius van Dyke, Hartford, Conn., 
Seminary; Dr. Philip S. Watters, 
New York. 

The Lanier hymn is as follows: 

1. O Master, who in days of 


youth 

Didst walk the path of light 
and truth, 

Keep thou our feet upon the 
way 


That leads to everlasting day. 
2. Help us in days of youth to 
see 
Visions of what our lives may 
be; 
One fellowship in Christ our 
aim; 
Our joy to magnify thy Name. 
3. O thou, who from thy youth 
didst prove 
The highest law of life is love, 
Fill thou our hearts with love 
divine. 
And through our lives for- 
ever shine. 


“POPULATION EXPLOSION” 


is is the term used by Time magazine to describe 
sat is now going on in Latin America. Its people are 
altiplying two and a half times as rapidly as popula- 
in the rest of the world. The population of Latin 
erica, which includes the Caribbean Islands, as tab- 
ated by a Washington Bureau, is some 173,000,000, 
actically the same as the United States and Canada 
sether. But while the population grows, Christianity 
far behind communistic advance: this statement is 
rne out by the report of Dr. Milton Eisenhower, who 
‘ently made a survey of Latin America at the request 


this brother, the President of the United States. 
: —The Evangelical Christian 


SERVICE MEN BUILD CHURCHES 

New Church buildings in four towns in Korea are to 
be built with funds contributed voluntarily by members 
of the Ninth U. S. Army Corps. The service men have 
“adopted” churches in Kinsal, Kapyong, Pochon and 
Pisokchon. The Second U. S. Infantry Division led the 
way with an offering of $3,063.25. Protestant chaplains 
collected the money, which will be used to erect a church 
in Kinsal first. At the present time, more than 100 
adults and approximately 350 children attend the 
services being held in a tent, which the new building 


will replace. —The Evangelical Christian. 


BY THE FIRESIDE 


GOD WITH US 
By Grace Noll Crowell 


So often through God’s 
there shines 
Some clear-cut word, 
and simple phrase 
That gleams like diamonds gathered 
from deep mines, 
Set polished there to light our earth- 
ly days; 
“And God was with the 
words, how brief, 
And yet what vital meaning in their 
sound, 
As spoken of that ancient child of grief 
Once left to die upon the hot, parch- 
ed ground. 


Holy Book 


some strong 


lad.” The 


*And God was with the lad.” One need 
not look 

For further information; all is told. 

No gifted hand on earth could pen a 


book 
Of strange biography that would un- 
fold 
With clearer words, nor could it tell as 
well 
The God-companioned life of Ishmael.” 


—War Cry. 
OUR SPIRITUAL HERITAGE 


Something has gone wrong with our 
nation, or we should not be in our 
present plight and mood. ...What we 
lack is a righteous and dynamic faith. 
Without it, all else avails us little. The 
lack cannot be compensated for by 
politicians, however able; or by diplo- 
mats, however astute; or by scientists, 
however inventive; or by bombs, how- 
ever powerful. 

Our greatest need is to regain con- 
fidence in our spiritual heritage. 
There is no use having more and loud- 
er “Voices of America’ unless we have 
something to say that is more persua- 
sive than anything yet said—John 
Foster Dulles. 


SUCCESS 


When sunset falls upon your day 
And fades from out the West, 
When business cares are put away 

And you lie down to rest, 
The measure of the day’s success 
Or failure may be told 
In terms of human happiness, 
And not in terms of gold. 
Is there beside some hearth tonight 
More joy because you wrought? 
Does someone face the bitter fight 
With courage you have taught? 
Is something added to the store 
Of human happiness? 
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If so, the day that now is o’er 
Has been a real success. 
—Author Unknown 


LIFE THRU A KEYHOLE 
By Kermit Jorgensen 
I peeked in thru the keyhole, 
Where the way of life is stored, 
To see if I could just behold, 
A little secret of the Lord. 


But what I saw gave sadness, 
For ’twas just an empty room, 
Where I had hoped for gladness, 
There now was nought but gloom. 


I chanced a second step, howere’, 
And opened wide the door, 

And there in simple beauty saw, 
The way of life in store. 


*Twas all around that little room, 

In niches, on shelves, behind the door, 
That’s why I could not see it, 

Thru’ the keyhole in the door! 


A FRIEND OF THE FAMILY— 
CHRIST 
By Jean Fuller Rausch 

Every Christian certainly feels that 
Christ is his friend, but what sort of 
friend? One with whom to stop and ex- 
change pleasantries after church on 
Sunday? Or the sort of friend who 
would feel welcome to “just open the 
door and come right in?” 

Christian parents are faced with the 
tremendous responsibility of introduc- 
ing Christ to their children. We are all 
aware that taking them to Sunday 
school and church, teaching them to 
pray, and answering their questions 
about religion are all important facets 
of a spiritual maturing; but should we 
not also help them to feel that Christ 
is a very close friend about whom we 
can speak at any time? A friend we 
can discuss without feeling strained and 
without having our conversation label- 
ed religious? Must we separate our re- 
ligious life from our everyday exis- 
tence? Or can we make the two a 
blend? 

In my childhood home there was a 
kind of simple faith that I am afraid 
is becoming all too rare. It was not un- 
usual to hear a man say, “I talked 
with God, and he wants me to make 
the change,” Or a woman might say, 
“T could not see how it could be done, 
but God wanted me to accept the re- 
sponsibility, so I did.” Often ‘Thank 
God” was spoken reverently. God was 
a familiar acquaintance as well as the 
Supreme Being, 
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That is how I want my children) 
feel about him. I want them to kn} 
that he is a friend to whom they ca 
at any time for comfort or advice 
gratitude or in need, or perhaps 

for a talk, because all of us need 
talk to someone at some time. 


Maybe if I am successful I will so 
day hear my son say, “I know 
thing is right, Mother, because I talk 
with God about it.” Then I will k 
that he has grown close to the h 
friend a family could have—Christ 

—Home Li 


As a newspaperman, I am alwé 
glad to know that we are not the o1 
ones who make typographical erre 
One of my neighbors, on a busi 
trip to Chicago, sent his wifge the 
lowing telegram: “Having a wond 
ful time. Wish you were her.” 


BURIED TREASURE 


A man in the state of New Jers 
fell heir to a large family Bible in t 
year 1874. His aunt, who had di 
left this instruction in her will: ‘ 
my beloved nephew I will and | 
queath my family Bible and all 
contains, with the residue of my € 
tate after my funeral expenses 
just, lawful debts are paid.” 


The estate amounted to only a fe 
hundred dollars, which soon vanishe 
and the Bible was laid on a she 
where it lay for thirty-five years, u 
appreciated, unopened. The ae 
became poverty stricken, and in 
old age decided to go to his soz 
home to spend the remaining years 
his life. 


In packing his trunk for the jou 
ney, he had occasion to get down tI 
family Bible. As he leafed it throug 
he found hidden among its leaves $! 
000 in bank notes. All these thirt 
five years they had lain hidden b 
tween its covers, and he lived in wa 
and distress! 


There may not be bank notes hi 
den away in our Bibles, but there a 
treasures within the covers whi 
money cannot buy. Shall we live 
spiritual feebleness and want, ai 
then, at the end of life’s journey or 
old age, perhaps, find that we h 
vast treasures at,our command whi 
have lain unused, neglected? Shall 3 
not take the Bible from its resti 
place each day and leaf it throug 
searching for the treasures which ha 
been left there for you and for m 

—St. Paul’s Messenger, Pittsburs 
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: | ought-provoking books 


SE Ee TT 


3 «6INGES OF DESTINY 
By Dr. Ralph W. Loew 


Choices are the hinges of 
destiny. Dr. Loew, one of 
America’s rising younger 
| preachers, presents a collec- 
tion of sermons that deal with 

the continuous and important 
choices man must make in 

| | everyday living. $2.75 


mH WE LIVE BY FAITH 
If By Ruby Lornell 
'@ A look at the Christian faith 
for lay people. Explains re- 
ligious beliefs in terms of the 
basic questions men and wo- 
men ask themselves, such as: 
1 § ~Who am I? What Is the Word 
| of God? How does God Work? 
# Politics and the Will of God? 
Does God Speak Today? 
$2 


GRUGAN’S GOD 


By F. Emerson Andrews 


“I make gods when I need 
them.’ And needing a god, 
Grugan created one. What 
happened to Grugan and his 
god in a strange country ina 
forgotten time is the intriguing 
subject of this unusual novel. 

$3.00 


MUHLENBERG = 


PRE $$ Philadelphia 


HYMNALS WANTED 


Used copies of the Hymnal for 
Church and Home, the 1931 edi- 
Htion, are needed. Send informa- 
Htion concerning available Hym- 

als to 


Merl Dean Nielsen 
Laurel, Nebraska 


GUYER AND HANSEN 
LOANS 
ENSURANCE — REAL ESTATE 


Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 


Blair, Nebraska 
Lyle Guyer P. V. Hansen 


eee 
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A British officer was arguing with an 
American officer as to which Army had 
the better discipline. As the American 
was talking, one of his men came in: 
“Cap,” said the private, “can I have 
your jeep tonight? I’ve got to take out 
my girl.” 


; “Sure,” replied the officer. Then, 
turning to the Briton, he said: “There’s 
a proof of our discipline. He needn’t 
have asked me!” 


Coes 
ay 


iN 


Look at the picture of Good Sheyherd Home above. Note the 


Good Shepherd Lutheran Old People’s Home 


Blair, Nebraska 


ANNUITIES 


ONE LIFE OR TWO LIVES AND SURVIVOR 


A gift to the home for the erection of a much needed infirmary 
to care for the sick and bedfast guests at the home. 

An annuity is a gift that does two things: 1) It gives the donor 

a liberal and safe income for life. 2) It helps build the infirmary. 
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DOES CHRISTIANITY DESERVE 
TO WIN? (From page 1) 
consider how you _ subconsciously 
attempted to justify your pet preju- 
dices as you read the list of illus- 
trations. 

Nevertheless, I remain an opti- 
mist. I (believe that ‘Christianity 
will win—not because we can pride 
ourselves on our Christian actions, 
but because our religion is greater 
than our failings. 


ste 


U.S. flag pointing toward the west end of the building. That is 
where we want to add an infirmary wing. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, WRITE 
Superintendent J. P. Nielsen, Good Shepherd Home, Blair, Nebr. 
BRP EOP LPP ILD ILI N I OOD PONS OF 


THE DANISH TRAVEL AGENCY 


Overseas Passenger Bureau, Inc. 
ELSE P. SEHESTED, Gen Mgr. 


35 WEST 53RD STREET 
NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 


Tours Arranged. Hotel Reservations Made. 
Information Free. All Details Can Be Arranged by Mail 


TRAVEL TO DENMARK 


| 
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KN Total dren's School General Home Indian Utah sio#) 
AC OWLEDGMENTS Received Homes Fund Fund Mission Mission Mission Fur) 


||14.750.10|/83800.00|25000.00|58646.50)7550.00/1542.00/6588 it 


Total synodical budget $256,668.60 
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Milwaukee) Wis; isingo. (auth) (Church tirar....0-:s-cer aireteeeen tes mete cen cere veveeuec tent 
Coulter, Ia., from friends in memory of Mads Pedersen of Nazareth Luth. 
CPMUFED: CEE ie cc ashes speeches Sates arena sno cia sTuaaibastee Cab uw eae euaan emma sauias sragat seep eta 
Milltown, Wis., Luth. Busy Bees in memory of Paul Larson .. See 0-01) .. rh 
Neolary la. St. Paul's: Touthi iC hurchy . ccecctis concrc-ecssncseestonecceusseeeananneeswerecasecceerece Z a \ SOO) ..c. eee 
Fremont Bluffs, Nebr., Trin'ty Luth. Church i 004 |, ‘ ! } 
Sleepy Eye, Minn., Mrs. Anna Andersen of Trinity Luth. Church aay; 
Chicaso, I eAvtonemient sinrths) Church eeec cee ceeauceeere ne eee reece cemerenenie Sees ee eee 
Kenmare, N. Dak., in memory of Mrs. Laura -Rasmussen of Trinity 
Chureh” from the® family 5c. o cea tant scawauscd ose owas cape dea fentices eusctseaseeh tnoinaenan ont teneoeaes 
Kankakee, Ill., Juliane K. Jensen in memory of Mrs. F. Rasmussen ........ 
Minden, Nebr., Bethany S. S. in memory of Chris Jepsen ...............c:ccccccc000 
SedareMalish La” Misst@atnerines Scinimi dte- sae cicedusen hee tee ea aces teaveseociee a eenneeeee 
Racine, Wis., S. S. of Immanuel Luth. Church $30 for Elim Home, 
Elorn pand 233.0 store. Aa GianmeViiSslorings arcneeunetnetter case teat reese temcee: nee 
Sedar-, Malish slat. Nazareth sihuth), eChurchy sess cascetecsraireosanetseasnsieenetsneresceveskeraass 
Balsam Lake, Wis., Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Nielsen in memory of Paul Larson 
Shelby, dare somitedar Hive: Paths Oh urchi wie. secs seep acrcarsmteecoes. Weraseseecear secccteeceataccamaee 
Viborg, S. D., Mr. and Mrs. Paul Varnum in memory of Jens P. Jensen. 
Viborg, S. D., Mr. and Mrs. Nielsen $1, Mr. and Mrs. Axel Christensen 
$1, Mr. and Mrs. Bennie Jensen and Mrs. L. P. Jensen $1 in memory 
Or, Jens: Bi WenSeny cate daccss sits theve cn sevalomreoen tom Gas tevevausatenics «ch pam tenacsss oesstenewererete 
Detroit Mich= aNorth aWestw Urini tye doth Church parca nstencenteneg er: seeccetans 
Luverne, N. D., Luverne Ladies Aid in memory of Mrs. Peter Wamberg.. 
Hugpene,, Ore.” Mimmawsi iS Sok cerecctescecap ease sev aee sagen sw ceseate res chews cern te wakcoe esac e oeeee coal voces 
Harlan las elmmanivell tthe Church ceck.cm cdtestesteteices acsnce oe tatccasacagn oasessiccsecestiiee 
Nomwalk a @oit ae Dini ys with. 1 GWAC tnecctaaseucerssecessacheistancduercesucncce aaiecaceanaeeeattt 
Neenah, Wis., Our Saviors) FW MES We x. ccctetey ets sea sesevcec eediracasaies gots tem ovietth daneaueeene 
EGzioheaenAe, Ni, IDip  INizAaAeia IDA, SCOMTHAC ON We cconde donne sedeeacds intone Aen cao no 
Aurora, Colo., SH AsM Ark’ shel thite Churches. ceteot Wes ee etd mene ome ee 
TOTAL {16'7658.101/16337.20]58668.36|14819.28/38634.15 
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SPECIAL MISSIONS Total Japan Amer. Santal Sudan Jewish China 
Received Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission L.W.A. Missic 
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Des Moines, Ia., Mark and Bruce Bondo in memory of Danny 
Petersen, Underwood), lar fecisecccacsc-co.s--sanevosauccrsctsceunctncvesiessndecoussees 
Spencer las. Bethanya (this Ss iGo te cecsesact -cosseveeseeecnestesess 
Poy Sippi, Wis., S. S. of First English Luth. Church 
Sidney, Mont., in memory of Paul Dige of Pella Luth. Church: 
Mr. and Mrs. D. Iversen, Mr. and Mrs. E. Tombre, Martin 


Iversen and Mr. and Mrs. Pete Faaborg, each $2 
INGola a deo OO NSt eP aus iuuths Church enc sseccrmterc. 
Chicago, Tll., Atonement Luth. S. S. for support of Munshi 
Clintons Was Bella Louth. Sa (Sebc.ctessnunssscsateassestaaceastoesiea aan estas azecetaens 
Jacksonville, Ia., Bethlehem Luth. S. S. Kans 
Reedleys -Caliteer tne WadieswAIdh Mewes.) sccsmeetines tee iee Sere omeccermenee 
Laurel, Nebr., the Pianist of Gethsemane Luth. Church ..... An 
@ick, vNoxesias (Gein; She 2G a abs SE SE ctssccoctonnscneeseo noedest shoe eon | 
Minden, Nebr.. in memory of Chris Jepsen: Mr. and Mrs. LeRoy 

Paulsen, Mr. and Mrs. Howard Paulsen, Mr. and Mrs. Sid- 


ney Paulsen and Mr. and Mrs. Harold Paulsen ....................... 
Racine, Wis., the Kyushu Society of Immanuel Luth. Church 


Racine, Wis., Immanuel Luth. Church in memory of Miss C. 

GrOGrl Sse Rawk Fe aemicninn Scowsas tuece soe es eCass debtnctasslessmeeevebaceavensute otemenucerscees Rares 
Racine, Wis., Immanuel Luth. Church mat 
IEVaVONMAKe ys NOUS Meaab eaten cybleyl NOGU Nese TS) Sis sccanarduansnneqoondaans ssoeenvon debaeeoeoetaeee eee | : i 
Racine, Wis., Mr. and Mrs. A. Petersen of Gethsemane Church... | A , A 10.00: 
Cushinie weNGbiy st SEs: lO ONS LUE am NUL Ch Mes ture cee ee ete ac neers : Bee : : 
Viborg, S. D., Mr. and Mrs. Arnold R. Larsen in memory of } .............. 

JENS MEA CHSC Meee nen teece eocce oc en a Gece ee ae ene nen areas eats 
Viborg, S. D., Mr. and Mrs. Lester Nielsen in memory of Jens | .............. 

N SR Ts) q\ict 2 a meer chery tots Soca een aut once oe Ceca oO ENE Ere cr 8 Abe ee ei eee 
roms ay ETS” csc acasohee eee tee ae are Ree aT TERR eee ee ee 
Norwalk Calif. Se Drimity = oithin Church ie assscete eicteeeee snr tecreereieeser ce 
Wiatipa case Wis., .chrini ty oe Weliaos meeenstee ewe ee ee eee ee ee 
Boston, Mass., Miss Eriksen, by Bethany Ladies Aid ................ 
Chicago) Dl Mission® Band bya ill. {District (WM. Sie eee 
Trufant, Mich., Tabitha Ladies Aid, Life Memberships for Mrs. | .......... 

Hah Johnson and | Mrsa Peter sasmussenss ) ores ness [ 
Greenville, Mich., Greenville W.M.S. in memory of N. TT. Nel-|.......... 

son, father of Mrs, Reve, leomAnderson act eee 
Kaysville, Utah, Mr. and Mrs. W. B. Lamp $2 in memory of 

Lad Lamp and $2 in memory of Mother Ane Marie Nielsen 
Kenmare; IN. D., Mr. and Mrs) Harold ‘Grenvik, Sr and Mr ie.., 

and Mrs. Arnold Grenvik in memory of Mrs. Jay Campbel, | ...... 

IWazarethy “Church” sie Se coe note oie co ate ee ane ae ee ae oe i a 

TOTAL [51528. 96||13006. 04] 9766.82|12249. D0|1a613. 98]1214.25 


CHURCH AND SCHOOL DRIVE 
Received Fund sion Fd. 
Dana Church 
Total Building Exten- Received with thanks. 


Previously acknowledged  .............00ccceee |2147'8'7.95]|128831.05|85956.90 Blair, Nebr., Febr. 19, 1955 
Oregon, Wis., St. John’s Luth. Ladies] ........ wee Nay, SR Ae cee 
geal, ORC Hh sate © 1 3000 Lo. 06 10.00 Sor S 2 Mansons Teas 


Total |214807.95||128i841.05|85966.90 


ary 28, 1955 


AND NOTES 
(Continued from page 2) 
rs. Hugh Dowler, wife of Pastor 
er of the Martin Luther Memorial 
: in Fresno, spoke of their ex- 
neces in home mission work in Sit- 
laska, and illustrated her address 
colored slides. 
s. Victor Magnussen of Easton 
ded, and she announced a_ pro- 
that included scripture reading 
prayer by Mrs. Walter Holm of 
; a welcome by Mrs. Elmer Hagg- 
of the host congregation; a vo- 
rio, Mrs. (Maria Kilbert, Mrs. Le- 
| Woods and Mrs. B. J. Engskow 
Grace Lutheran church, Fresno, 
sang “The Lord Is My Shepherd. ’ 
br Hansen of Caruthers was the 
mist. Rev. J. Erickson, host pas- 
‘pronounced the benediction that 
+d the program. 
. Magnussen presided also over 
usiness of this, the third circuit 
‘ing. Mrs. Harold Marthedahl of 
m was secretary. A circuit com- 
e€ was introduced, composed of 
sentatives of the churches com- 
g the local organization. They 
Mrs. Arthur Hammond, Caruthers; 
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(Miss Ida Petersen, Del Rey; Mrs. Rob- 
ert Petersen and Mrs. Borge Nielsen, 
aston; Mrs. John Hansen of Bethel 
Lutheran church, Fresno; Mrs. Marion 
Fike of Grace Lutheran church, Fres- 
no; Mrs. A. 'P. Andersen, Reedley, and 
(Miss Agnes Petersen and Mrs. Warner 
Johnsen, Selma. Among the responsi- 
bilities of the committee will be the 
preparation of an exhibit at the Lyn- 
wood, ‘California, convention, showing 
San Joaquin Valley work. 

An offering of $67.94 toward the dis- 
trict W.M.S. treasury was received. 

After the meeting, a cooperative 
luncheon was served in the social hall. 
One hundred twenty people attended. 
The next meeting will be in the spring 
of 1956. 


GOD’S JOB 

A little girl had to be left alone in 
the house for a long time. When her 
parents returned, they were afraid that 
they might find her badly frightened. 

“T wasn’t afraid,” the little girl said. 
“God took care of ine. When you are 
here, God expects you to take care of 
me; but when you are gone, He does it 
all by Himself.” (from Christian Life) 


15 
YOU Enrollan 
Gan Study the LBI 
Correspondence 
Bible Courses 


{ ] Salvation Made Plain_____ Free 
la IMILiferAteliss Best nhc 
[ ] Matthew 
[ ] Ephesians 
(Many other courses to choose from 


THE LUTHERAN BIBLE INSTITUTE 


1619 Portland Avenue 
Minneapolis 4, Minnesota 


[ ] Send me complete list of courses 


[ ] Enclosed is $___ for indicated 
courses 

Name 

Address 

City. Zone State 


ONSIDER THE SMALL CONGREGATIONS 
(Continued from page 8) 


ing for a real spiritual revival and ingathering of 
to God’s Kingdom. 


en the movement of “Forward with Christ” would 
- on the right tone and the program will have a 
aite spiritual emphasis. “Seeking first the Kingdom 
zod and His righteousness,” the funds will be forth- 


coming too, maybe not by the May deadline, but surely 
from there on out.” 

As for the present, the small congregations need to 
receive some spiritual consideration, and the Synod 
should be exceedingly happy when our people meet 
their quotas, and try to do a better job at home, yes, 
and keep in mind to expand their Church program 
abroad too, even unto the uttermost parts of the earth. 
We have sort of forgotten the foreign mission program 
in “Forward with Christ,” have we not? 


A MEDITATION ON THE SECOND ‘WORD 
FROM THE CROSS 
(Continued from page 4) 

e Gospel always calls, however, to the tempted more 
ngly by invitation than it does by warning. Can any 
behold the testimony to divine love revealed in this 
snd Word and yet turn away to join the sorry mob which 
ned Him? The abundance of love (given to the penitent 


is Calvary’s offer to each one who will receive. This is not 
merely a love to die on; it is a love on which to live, to 
give to the soul of man that confident assurance which sings 
faith’s triumphant song, 

“This the superscription be: 

Jesus, crucified for me, 

Is my life, my hope’s foundation, 

And my glory and salvation. Amen. 


THE MID-WINTER CHURCH SCHOOL 
WORKERS’ INSTITUTE 

(Continued from page 9) 

Remember to Register 
ch as are planning to attend are urged to register 
. Dr. C. C. Madsen, Trinity Theological Seminary, 
r, Nebraska, by March 1st. As you make your res- 
ations, please inform Dr. Madsen, if you should be 
ing to Blair by bus and at what time, in order that 
eone may be there to meet you. 
is hoped that there will be a good representation 


also for this our second Church School Workers’ In- 
stitute. We are certain that there will be a good group 
from Nebraska and Iowa, but it is also hoped that such 
Sunday Schools as are farther away will make it pos- 
sible for at least one or two representatives to attend. 
Let us make it a well attended institute. 

There will be a registration fee of two dollars. No fee 
will be charged of those who may be in attendance only 
at the evening session, but an offering will be received. 
Dana (College dining hall will serve the meals and re- 
freshments at the coffee fellowship at a nominal price. 


BOOKS FOR LENTEN READING 


King Ever Glorious 
By Paul W. Streufort 


Here is a fresh approach to soul-winning Lenten preach- 
ing. A thought-provoking emphasis on “Christ as King” in 
a new Lenten series. Fifteen messages that will touch the 
heart and conscience of the hearer. Ail develop the theme 
“The Majesty of the Divine Humiliation.” Here is compel- 
ling Gospel preaching that is full of new insights and sensi- 
tive to human need. $1.50 (Postage 8c) 


Facing the Cross 


These messages are written by pastors of the American 
Lutheran Church. Thirteen well-written contributions, 
many with an unique approach such as: The Small People 
Around the Cross: And This Is God; Seven Sorrows of 
Our Lord; The Faces of Death; God in the Hands of 
Man; and others. $2.50 (Postage 8c) 


EASTER IS APRIL 10 


“Sunshine Line” Easter Assortment 
14 Lovely Folders 


Easter is a time of joy, and you can make it more joyous for 
your friends *y remembering them with lovely “Sunshine 
Line” Easter cards. Each of these fourteen folders is designed 
with but one purpose—to honor and to glorify the risen Christ. 
Appropriate sentiments and Bible verses. With matching en- 
velopes. 

Printed in six colors. Many extra values, including flocking, 
silver seals, pop-up, glass beads, embossing and die-cutting. 
All folders large 434x534 size. 


No. G7555—Easter Price $1.00 


Lutheran Publishing House 


200 S. Fifth Street Blair, Nebraska 


x 


HX IA4IADAAAH II IIH 


Man 
Called 


Peter 


By Catherine Marshall 


NEW POPULAR PRICED EDIT 


Here is the book that many 
read and reread—the book that 
remained on the best-seller lists 
months. Now it is available i 
new popular priced edition. 


This is the true story of 
great modern minister and 
warmly human personalit 
The opportunity to relive th 
life of Dr. Peter Marsh 
through this book provides 
rare and unforgettable experi 
ence, for he was truly an un 
usual and memorable man. 

In AMAN CALLED P 
Mrs. Marshall tells her h 
band’s story and the story o 
their life together. It is a ree 
ord of love and faith that h 
few equals in real life, and i 
is a book which brings alive 
the magnificent sincerity wit 
which Dr. Marshall brough 
God into the affairs of men 


Why not order a copy of this 


$1.98 


(Postage 12c) 


On sale March 1 


Opp pp pbbbbt: 


Lutheran Publishing House 


200 S. Fifth Street 
Blair, Nebraska 


Please send me the following: 


—King, Ever Glorious 
—Facing the Cross 

—Easter Cards G7555 
—A Man Called Peter 


I enclose $ 


c.0.D.— Charge— 
Name 
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